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COKL Council Wild Rice Resolution
Ey Fat Warren

City of Kawartha Lakas Cooncil has wvoted
to recafve and not suppart the Sehewn Township
resoluton regarding wWild Rica.

Az reported by Clenna Burns, our neighbowring
municipality iz damanding Parks Canacda and tha
Honourable Cathering McKenna ghve & progress
repart on tha issue of wild rice hareasting-

A warking groug was formed in 2015 o help
resolve fsoues behtwaen property ownars and Firss
Mations treaty rights twilliams Traatyl

Tha Zxlvwyn resclution asks Farks Canada for 2
specific methed for harvasting wild rice that considars
the mewds of adjacent waterfrant property ownars
becausa the nolse from the mechanical method &
affecting thair anjovment of tha thair property. It alsa
askz for tha establichment of limits on mechanical
harvasting and that there Be no harvesting on Sunday.

Furthar, they'va askad that Farks Canada continua
to consider applications for aguatic vegataton
remaval in this area o zliow watarfront property

Rice Harvest Resolution
By Glowna Burin

The Manomin (wik! rice) harvest has boen under
wily In the Kawarthas and along with the harvest
come complaimts from lakefrom propenty ownes,

This year the Township of Selwyn zm emorod
the fray by issuing o resolution which s making the
roninds of other municipal govornments

The “Wild  Rice  Resolution’,  addmssed 10
Parks Canada and the Minister In charge, the
Honourable Catherdne McKenna, domanded  the
Federal goverment ‘working group’ with the seven
Willlams Treaty Flest Nations clanly thelr progress 1o
the public,

The  resolution”  also complained  that
mochanical harvesting of Manomin was disturbing
lakefront  peoperty  ownees  and  “alfecting  the
enjoyment of their property”

Tront  Lakes Council  determined  that  the
resolution’  was  worth  supporting  bat - with
some  amendments offered by Councillor Peter
Raymond, He asked that Parks Canada release what
“accomplished mibostones had been achieved 10
date, identify any regulation, process and procedure
changes, ddentily  current plamy and  associated
timelines and commit o regular updates 10 the
public, municipalities and agencies *

This comentious issue has not been Jost on Carve
Lake Tirst Nation resident, playweight aned author
Dvew Hayden Taybor. He s currently working on a
procluction for Tarragon Theatre in Toronto, entitled
‘Cottagers and Indians’ focusing on the Manomin
harvesting dispute.

Manomin is a plant that holds great significance
not anly as an edible, nourishing food source and
medicine but as a living symbol of Tirst Nation
renewal of culture, sparit and pride, It Mourshes
In clean, shallow water and combats invasive
species lke the ‘water soldier’. Manomin provides
economic and health stability for both First Nation
harvesters and users.

Once again, this virtwous plant has become a
lighting rod for bad feelings, misunderstanding and
political manoeuvres,



