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About US 

•� North Pigeon Lake Rate Payers 

Association (NPLRA) in existence for 20+ 

years 

•� Broadened our territory this year to 

encompass all of northern Pigeon Lake 

•� Reaching out to other local cottager 

associations on common issues to add to 

our expertise and our influence 

•� We monitor and support activities and 

issues which could harm the lake 

environment or impact our members in 

other ways 
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Our Interest in Quarries 

•� We recognize Council is caught in a difficult 

position between the province which is 

pushing for new quarries and constituents 

who don’t want them in their back yard. The 

OMB is often pro-quarry and costly to fight 

and Council wants to avoid burdening 

taxpayers with legal fees 

•� We are not in support of stopping all quarry 

development; this would be unrealistic 

•� We want to support Council in responsibly 

managing future quarry and development 

related to Aggregates & Mining  
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Quarries in GCH 

•� This area is now targeted as a prime aggregate source for 

the GTA due to our sparse population and ideal stone and 

gravel conditions 

•� Now 40+ quarries in the area, with 15 more in various 

stages of development 

•� The cumulative effect will lead to a significant impact on 

the quality of life for everyone, including yours not just 

those near quarries 

•� We don’t want to be known as the quarry capital of 

Southern Ontario. Tourism will be adversely affected, 

which will impact tax revenues 

•� The Dewdney Farms quarry application is  one of the 

aggregate projects  with clear and explicit unresolved 

objections. It is providing the opportunity to examine 

the process and re-assess  the objections submitted by 

the community and experts.  
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More Pits and Mining?�

Means More Reason To Be Prepared 

•� Bobcaygeon Graphite Property ??? North end of Bass Lake 

Road??? 

•� Bobcaygeon SGS Mineralogy Report October 2012 �

(see news release dated October 17, 2012) 

•� The first discovery for graphite on the Bobcaygeon property was 

in 2003 during a trenching program focusing on other 

commodities. The graphite veins are within calcitic marbles sitting 

west of a syenitic amphibolite unit and the contact is traceable 

for up to 10-12 kilometres. 

•� In 2012, Valterra is proposing to conduct geophysics in order to 

detect conductive zones and bodies which may be associated with 

graphite. Contingent on results, trenching, sampling, and 

500-1,000  meters of diamond drilling is proposed. 

•� http://www.valterraresource.com/en/index.php?page=news&newsid=62 

•� http://www.valterraresource.com/en/index.php?page=projects&projectid=7 
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Trucks and Haul Routes 

•� Dewdney Farms quarry will have 61 trucks coming or going per 

hour by Stage 2 * 

•� When this is added to existing quarry traffic plus future new 

quarries, there will be a steady stream of large truck traffic 

on Hwy 36 

•� The cumulative effect of multiple quarries on the roads due to 

truck traffic needs to be examined 

•� Heavy usage will shorten the life of roads 

•� Future road maintenance costs will be paid by taxpayers, not by 

quarry owners, who pay nominal fees 

•� Public safety issue at junction of Hwy 36 and Quarry Road 

•� Stantec recommends a design study on the route to Hwy 36, 

which will require a long time to decide on improvements 

needed, to agree on the costs and to set a time schedule for 

completion* 

* As per GCH website information regarding Dewdney Mountain application 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Official Plan for Quarries 

Many communities have developed Official 

Plans to regulate quarry development, 

detailing such items as: 

•� Mapping existing quarries and designating 

areas for future quarry operations 

•� Providing a process for Township review 

of new applications, including public 

consultation and independent peer reviews 

•� Ensuring that the impact of cumulative 

truck traffic on Township road 

maintenance costs and on public safety is 

considered 
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Official Plan (continued) 

•� Detailing additional studies which may be 

required e.g. environmental impacts, water 

quality effects, impact on area property 

values 

•� Providing for the future rehabilitation of 

quarries, funding for this and 

enforcement 

•� Assessing the feasibility of assessing 

additional fees or property taxes on 

quarries to fund future road repairs 

•� Including the all important social impact 

study 
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Official Plan (continued) 

•�Coming up with stipulations or 

conditions which are within the 

control of the Township to impose 

on new quarries e.g. times of 

operation, number of trucks, size of 

operation, fees, depth of extraction, 

blasting controls etc. 
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Halton Listens and Acts 

•� Rejection of Nelson Quarry 

Expansion Hailed as Victory 

•� October 12th, 2012 Halton  

•� Protection of a small, greyish-brown 

salamander and its habitat was cited as 

the key reason for rejecting the quarry 

proposal. 

•� “…because the Jefferson salamander is 

an endangered species, the Joint Board 

finds that particular care must be taken 

when assuming impacts,” the board’s 

report noted. 10 



Brampton Listens and Acts 

•� Brampton council says no to Norval quarry proposal who  submitted an 

application in 2008.  

•� Brampton city council has said no again to Brampton Brick’s Aggregate 

License Application at its council meeting, Sept. 26, 2012. 

•� According to the staff report, City of Brampton still has unresolved 

concerns including zoning, impacts on roads, traffic and wildlife, and 

not submitting an Adaptive Management Plan (AMP)  

•� In accordance with Section 4.3.3.2 of the Provincial Standards under 

the Aggregate Resources Act, Brampton Brick is required to respond to 

all objectors within a two year period, expiring on November 4, 2012.  

Almost two years ago over 1,200 letters of objection were submitted to 

the Ministry of Natural Resources, including written objections from 

the City of Brampton, the Town of Halton Hills, and the Regions of 

Peel and Halton.  

•� To read the City of Brampton staff report go to http://www.brampton.ca/

EN/City-Hall/meetings-agendas/City%20Council%

202010/20120926cc_I8-6.pdf 
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What Zorra Twp Passed 

That Township Council pass a resolution directing Township staff 

to prepare an interim control by-law and background report for 

Council’s consideration at the August 14, 2012, meeting, that 

would prohibit the establishment or expansion of sand or gravel 

pits and stone quarries until such time as a study to examine the 

cumulative impacts, as noted below, is completed. 

• The potential adverse effects on the quantity and quality of 

surface water and groundwater, and on domestic and municipal 

water supplies and on groundwater recharge and discharge. 

• The impact on the natural environment including significant 

natural heritage features, wildlife and environmental 

constraints as identified in the Provincial Policy Statement. 

• Compatibility of extraction activities and rehabilitation plans 

with surrounding land uses with respect to noise, odor, dust and 

particulate emissions and general air quality. 

• truck traffic and potential impacts on municipal and County 

roads. 
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There is Action Available 

•� Interim Control Bylaw that affects 

the land subject to the OP and By-

law amendment  request.  The 

imposing of such a By-law by Twp. 

Council is already permitted under 

the Twp. OP  Section 8.9 and County 

OP Section 7.11.6 and is 

acknowledged by Section 38 of the 

Provincial Planning Act .    
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Approved Process ‐ Ontario Environmental Assessment Act  ‐  

For Municipalities to Follow 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Mandatory Public Contact Points ‐ Section A.3 Consultation  

Ontario Environmental Assessment Act 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Phase 2:  

•� Identify Alternative Solutions  

•� A public information centre is required – Project file 

  completed summarizing phase 1 to 2 and notice of study 

  completion is issued 

Phase 3: 

•� Identify Alternative Design Concepts for Preferred Solution 

•� Input from the public and environmental review agency 

Phase 2 – 3:  

•� Input from public ‐ Scrutinize and review by agencies and public 

Phase 4:  

•� Environmental Study Report (ESR) – Summary of rationale, planning, design and 

   consultation through phases 1 to 3 

•� Environmental Study Report (ESR) – Scrutinize and review by agencies and public 

Source: Municipal Class Environmental Assessment (MCEA) in 

compliance with the Province’s Environmental  Act 



Our Recommendation 

•� Invoke such a By-law to put a one year moratorium 

on further development of this quarry 

•� This will buy some time to be able to look at the 

whole issue of quarry development and develop a 

master plan for dealing with future applications, 

rather than dealing with them on a one-one basis 

•� This approach was executed by the Zorra Township 

•� During the moratorium, Council can develop an 

Official Plan to manage the process for current 

and future quarry development 

•� Most importantly Council can look to a social 

impact study, done with stakeholder input (and we 

do have a stake in Council’s decision) 
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Inaugural Speech Of The Mayor 

•� I believe in strong relationships, between 

council, and community. * 

•� I believe, we must support all initiatives to 

protect our water! * 

•� I think, my generation has made a heck of a 

mess of things, and I feel we have a 

responsibility to improve it, where we can. * 

•� We have a responsibility, to provide you with 

good government. And we are going to give you 

the tools to keep yourselves better informed..  

*We the constituents believe that the Council is 

behind the above promises 

*Delivered at the Township of Galway-Cavendish and Harvey Inauguration Meeting, December 7th, 

2010, 7:00 p.m. at the Administration Office, 701 County Road 36.  
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Council Transparency 

•� Gives Council an opportunity to "further" 

inform its constituency about the positive 

and negative impacts of quarries on the 

community 

•� Allows Council to make its 

decisions regarding quarries in an 

accountable and responsible manner that 

will take into consideration the public 

good. 

•� Regular information dissemination by 

Council is paramount to understanding 

and the quelling of rumour and suspicion   
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Conclusion 

•� We have proposed an easy to implement solution to buy 

time to relieve the pressure forcing Council to act now 

and maybe premature. Council is not helpless in managing 

the quarry issue. The council is empowered to vote and 

extend further time to hear out the objections in a 

proper forum/setting. 

•� There needs to be more community input into the process 

… a social impact study 

•� Our committee has a lot of knowledge on the subject. We 

can help – work with us 

•� The expertise and prototypes are all available to Council 

and your constituents will help freely and fully 

•� If something is not done now, this issue will explode and 

will make Council’s job increasingly more difficult 

19 



All We Want Is Responsible Leadership 

That Has a Plan and That Plan Represents 

the Constituents of GCH 

Thank You For Listening to 

and Hearing Our Delegation’s 

Suggestions 

20 


